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summons to arms. There was actual resistance at some of the
depots where the Landwehr men were to receive their arms
and equipments. In Diisseldorf, Iserlohn and Elberfeld, ap-
parently formidable uprisings took place.

Such uprisings could clearly have had a possibility of suc-
cess only had they become general throughout the country; and
indeed it looked for a moment as if the disaffection of the
members of the Landwehr in the Rhineland and Westphalia
would spread and become the starting-point of a powerful
general movement. But what was to be done had to be done
quickly.

In this aspect the question of the moment confronted
us in Bonn. Kinkel had returned from Berlin and was on the
spot. The Chamber, a member of which he was, had once more
urged the king to recognize the national constitution and to
accept the imperial crown, and the king thereupon had dis-
solved it. Kinkel was then in Bonn the recognized democratic
leader. Now he had to show his ability to act promptly or to
relinquish the leadership to others in the decisive hour. He did
not hesitate a moment. But what was to be done? That the
Landwehr, at least the largest part thereof, did not wish to
take up arms against the defenders of the national constitu-
tion, was certain. But in order to maintain this refusal, the
Landwehr had to take up arms against the Prussian govern-
ment. To make this resistance effective, immediate organiza-
tion on a large scale was necessary. If the members of the
Landwehr were ready for that, they could do nothing simpler
and better than to take possession of the arms which were
stored in the different Landwehr armories, and then under
their own leaders make front against the Prussian govern-
ment. Such an armory was situated at Siegburg, a little town
a short distance from Bonn on the right bank of the Rhine, It
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